





Green Building: A Twenty First
Century Revolution

By Marie Coleman, Communications Associate, U.S. Green Building Council

Over the past 10 years, green building

has grown from a novel idea to a global
phenomenon that has changed the way

we think about the built environment. As
buildings of all scales, across every market
sector and reaching all corners of the globe
are building green, it seems everyone has an
interest and a stake in green building.

Founded in 1993, the U.S. Green Building
Council (USGBC) is the nation’s leading
nonprofit organization devoted to the
market transformation of the way buildings
and communities are built, designed

and operated; enabling a socially and
environmentally responsible, healthy and
prosperous environment that improves the
quality of life for all.

USGBC and its members, an alliance

of corporations, builders, universities,
government agencies, and nonprofit
organizations, work together to reduce the
impact of the built environment on our
natural environment, while developing cost-
efficient and energy-saving solutions.

Buildings in the U.S. are responsible for 39%

years the building is operational
based on energy savings

alone. Additionally, water
conservation, reductions

in construction waste,

and effective storm water
management generate
significant operational savings
for the building owner, while also
reducing the demand on municipal
water supply.

Green building also stimulates the
economy by creating a demand

for green jobs and workers that

can contribute directly to creating a
sustainable future. A study by the Political
Economy Research Institute and Center for
American Policy found the U.S. economy
could generate 2 million green jobs in as
short as two years stemming from the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009. Another study by USGBC and Booz
Allen Hamilton found that constructing
new green buildings or retrofitting existing
structures with energy efficient heating and
air conditioning, solar panels and the like
will support 7.9 million U.S. jobs and pump
$554 billion into the American economy
over the next four years.
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maintenance, tenant fitout, and
significant retrofit.

As the most rigorous and comprehensive
tool of its kind, the LEED rating systems
have several components. LEED is a point-
based system with a total of 110 achievable
points and four incremental levels of
certification: Certified (40-49 points), Silver
(50-59 points), Gold (60-79 points) and
Platinum (80+ points). The type of building
undergoing certification will determine
which of the commercial LEED rating
systems it should register under: LEED for
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April 28-29, 2010 Chemical®Actions
What is the Washington Fly-In?

This annual two-day event is held each springin
Washington, DC. In addition to advance briefing sessions,
NACD schedules meetings with member company

“Educating our

legislators is our executives and Members of Congress as well as
responsibility. key federal agency officials.
We have a voice . .
By participating, you will:
and we must use
it to protect our v" Meet with your Senators and Representatives
business interests.” v

Establish or continue dialogue on issues important to
your operations

Mat Brainerd, President,

Brainerd Chemical v" Educate them about the chemical distribution industry,
- the Responsible Distribution Process®™ and our excellent

track record of safety and quality.

Chairman, NACD's

ORI These face-to-face meetings are effective and efficient at

OIS helping the industry inform federal legislative and regulatory
personnel on how proposals in Congress or those moving
through the agencies will impact your company.

Mark your calendar today!

Location:
The Washington Fly-In will be held at the Westin City Center, 1400 M 5t., NW, Washington DC.

To Learn more, visit us at:
www.nacd.com/advocacy/washingtonFlyin.aspx
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Want to read more? Join NACD!

For further information on becoming an NACD member or Affiliate, e-mail Larry Bafundo, Manager,
Member Advancement and Communications, at Ibafundo@nacd.com.



