Ms. Anne Ferro

Administrator

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration

Attn: Hours of Service of Drivers

1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Docket # FMCSA-2004-19608

Dear Ms. Ferro:

I have been a professional truck driver for years and am proud of what I do and my safety record. Truck driving is like many other jobs in that drivers have developed skills and abilities that make routine what non-professionals would consider difficult. By adapting to the demands of my work, I assist my employer efficiently move this nation’s freight.  

I have driven under the current rules since they were put in place in 2004. The increase to a 10-hour off duty period resulted in having more time for personal matters and rest, and the daily work limit has helped regularize my schedule. Shippers and receivers have become more sensitive to my work time restrictions, and I have experienced fewer delays at pick up and delivery points.
At times, I have used the additional hour of driving time permitted under the current rules, as well as the 34-hour restart provision. These rules have not increased my weekly driving or working time average, no matter what some groups say. I have used them to address unexpected situations and to better manage my work schedule.  
The ability to drive an 11th hour has many benefits: completing a delivery; getting to a good rest location; managing weather or traffic delays and getting home at the end of a work cycle rather than being stuck on the road. Driving 11 hours is not something I do on a daily basis…only people who don’t understand the trucking business would suggest that. It is very useful and is a valuable safety valve against unforeseen problems. Truck drivers, like everyone else, feel stress and pressure. Giving drivers a drive time safety valve provides relief.
The ability to use the 34-hour restart provision is also valuable for me to manage my work schedule. The 34-hour restart is the best thing that DOT has done for drivers in years, because it works. I can use the restart period to get home faster when I’m on the road, and I can use it during slow periods, even when I have significant weekly hours left, to get hours for an expected heavier work load the next week.  
As I mentioned, my weekly driving time has not increased under the new rules.  And, I want to emphasize, the 34-hour restart is the most driver-friendly part of the rules. Changing it to 2 nights rest would be a major blow both in terms of efficiency and driver job satisfaction. Please do not change the 11-hour driving time rule or the 34-hour restart.
On a personal level, I am very concerned about how the new hours of service rules will impact my ability to earn a decent living. Further limiting the number of hours I can drive and be on duty will result in a pay cut for me at a time when my family is already struggling to make ends meet. Many of my deliveries will have to be shifted to new, less experienced drivers.

I am also concerned that the hours of service changes will result in a reduction in safety. Not only will there be more new, inexperienced and more crash prone drivers on the roads; but the roads will also be more congested. Because each driver’s capacity will be reduced, companies will have to put more trucks on the road to deliver the freight.

I urge you to retract this proposal and retain the current hours of service rules which have been effective in striking the crucial balance between safety and productivity.  

Thanks for the opportunity to offer my personal views on this matter.








Sincerely, 
