NACD Regulatory Action Alert 

Contact FMCSA Today to Register Your Concerns on the Hours of Service Proposal 
On December 29, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) issued a proposed new hours of service (HOS) rule. Although the current HOS rule has been in effect for seven years, and both fatalities and injuries involving truck crashes have dropped, FMSCA is required to issue a new HOS rule by July of this year under a court settlement from a lawsuit brought by Public Citizen. 

The new HOS rules would further restrict driver hours and limit flexibility for both shippers and carriers, having a negative impact on NACD members and the entire economy. 
A Web site, www.safedriverhours.com, has been set up to provide more information on the HOS proposal and to help employers and drivers submit comments to FMCSA. FMCSA needs to hear from as many impacted parties as possible, so please send comments and ask your employees, including drivers, to do so as well. 

FMCSA is required to read and consider every unique letter, so the best approach is to use the talking points on www.safedriverhours.com to craft your own letter. An alternative is to send a form letter; however, FMCSA is not required to read and consider each form letter, so this approach will have less impact.

Click here for a sample letter that you can edit and send to FMCSA. PLEASE BE SURE TO ADD YOUR COMPANY NAME, LOCATION, AND NUMBER OF CUSTOMERS. Also, please add any additional relevant information to personalize the message. Click here for a sample letter that your drivers can send.
To make sure your letters are accepted into the FMCSA HOS docket, please use the following procedure to send your letters:

Step 1. Go to:  www.regulations.gov 
Step 2. Click on “Submit a comment”

Step 3. In the dialogue box for “Enter Keyword or ID” enter: FMCSA-2004-19608

Step 4. Click on “search”

Step 5. In the far right hand column of the search results click “submit a comment”

Step 6. Enter your name and address.

Step 7. Upload a file (letter) by doing the following:

􀂃 Click “browse” and search for the appropriate file on your computer.

􀂃 Once you have found and selected the correct file, click “attach.”

􀂃 Once the file has been successfully attached, click “submit.”
Comments are due on the proposed rule by February 28, so please contact FMCSA today!
