
Summary of OSHA’s 

Process Safety Management Standard

Introduction

The Process Safety Management (PSM) standard, [29 CFR 1910.119] is intended to prevent or minimize the consequences of a catastrophic release of toxic, reactive, flammable or explosive highly hazardous chemicals from a process. A process is any activity or combination of activities including any use, storage, manufacturing, handling or the on-site movement of highly hazardous chemicals. A process includes any group of vessels which are interconnected and separate vessels which are located such that a highly hazardous chemical could be involved in a potential release.  The rule intends to accomplish
its goal by requiring a comprehensive management program integrating technologies, procedures, and management practices.  
Applicability

The standard applies to a process which contains a threshold quantity or greater amount of a toxic or reactive highly hazardous chemical. Also, it applies to 10,000 pounds or greater amounts of flammable liquids and gases and to the process activity of manufacturing explosives and pyrotechnics.

Exceptions: Atmospheric tank storage and associated transfer of flammable liquids which are kept below their normal boiling point without benefit of chilling or refrigeration are not covered by the PSM standard unless the atmospheric tank is connected to a process or is sited in close proximity to a covered process such that an incident in a covered process could involve the atmospheric tank.








